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Gentlemen, 

I  have  again  the  pleasure  of  laying  my  annual 
report  before  you,  and'  in  it  you  will  find,  as 
usual,  a  resume  of  the  general  health  of  the 
dietriot,  the  number  of  births  and  deaths,  the 
number  of  zymotie  diseases,  as  well  as  the  princi¬ 
pal  sanitary  works  carried  out  during  the  year 
1903.  The  district  is,  asi  you  are  aware,  divided 
into  two  sub-districts,  for'  the  purposeis  of  sani¬ 
tary  work.  No  1  district,  of  which  Mr.  Tollk/ 
is  the  Inspector,  comprises  the  parishes  of  Ash- 
prington.  Berry  Pomeroy,  Cornworthy,  Churston 
Ferrers,  Dittisham,  Dartington,  Halwell,  Harber- 
ton.  Morleigh,  Marldon,  Littlebempstone,  Kings- 
wear,  and  Stoke  Gabriel,  the  population  o-f  the 
combined  parishes',  according  to  the  census  of 
1901,  being  6,721  and  the  acreage  32,231  acres. 
No‘.  2  disitrict,  of  which  Mr.  Ellis  is  the  Inspector, 
comprises  the  parishes  of  Buckfastleigh  West, 
Dean  Prior,  Diptford,  Holne,  Battery,  North 
Huish,  Staverton,  South  Brent  and  Ugborough, 
In  the  latter  parish  is  situated  the  Plymouth 
Borough  Asylum  at  Blackadon,  and  I  take  as  a 
separate  district.  The  population  of  the  combined 
parishes  is  5,127,  and  the  acreage  44,750  acres  Ghe 
combined  population  of  the  two  districts  is 
11,848,  and  the  combined  acreage  76,961  acres. 
Tliie  population  of  the  Plymouth  Borough  Asylum 
is  333.  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  No.  1 
district  is,  as  a  rule,  close  to  the  sea,  and  that 
the  No.  2  district  is,  as  a  rule,  on  the  borders  of 
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Dartmoor,  so  that  the  climatic  conditioais  of  th« 
two  districts  is  somewhat  dissimilar.  This  is 
amply  proved  by  the  rainfall  of  the  two  districts. 

In  No.  1  district  it  is  51.37  inches,  whilst  in 
No  2  it  is  75.84  inches,  shewins-  that  those  parishes 
on  the  borders  of  the  Forest  of  Dartmoor  are  by  far 
the  damper  of  the  districts. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS.— During  the  year  1903  the  births’ of 
259  children  were  registered,  135  males  and  124 
females.  These  figures  give  a  birth  rate  of  21.1 
per  1,000.  The  birth  rate  for  the  Rural  districts 
of  England  a'nd  Wales  being  27.3,  so  that  the 
birth  rate  is  lower  than  that  of  the  co-uhtry  gener¬ 
ally.  I  append  the  number  of  births  in  each  regis- 


tration  district :  — 

Males. 

Females. 

Ugborough  . 

.  32 

27 

‘  Buc'kfastleigh  . 

......  19 

12 

*Totnes  . . . 

.  17 

18 

Brixham  . . . 

.  8 

i‘o 

Paignton  . 

.  12 

17 

Dartmouth 

......  12 

14 

Harberton 

......  34 

27 

The  number  of  birthsi 

registered 

during  the 

.year  1903  was  9  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

DEATHS. — During  the  year  1903  there  were 
registered  136  deaths,  exclusive  of  Plymouth  Bor¬ 
ough  Asylum,  where  30  deaths  ooourred.  This 
is  nine  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  These 
figures  give  a  death  rete  of  11.4  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded'  in 
the  district.  Of  the  136  deaths,  69  were  males 
and  67  females.  Under  the  Ist  year  20  deaths 
W'cre  registered,  from  the  Ist  to  the  5th  year  9, 
from  the  5th  to  the  15th  year  7,  from  the  15th 
to  the  25th  year  9, from  the  25th  to  the  65th  year 
35,  whilst  above  the  65th  yerr  56  died,  23  of 
whom  wiere  between  80  and  90  years,  and  4  over 
'  90  years.  The  combined  ages  of  those  over  65 
"years  equals  4,332  years,  and  gives  an  average  of 
'  7'7  years  4  months.  MoiSt  deaths  occurred  in  the 
months  of  January  and'  March,  when  18  in  each 
'nionth  were  registered.  The  ismallest  number  oc- 
ouiTed  in  August  and  October,  when  5  and  6 
respectively  were  registered.  Comparing  the 
^’births— ^59— with  the  deaths — 136~“giyes  a  nat- 
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iiral  increase  of  123  in  the  population.  The  deaths 
were  classified  as  follows  : — Enteric  fever  1,  epi¬ 
demic  influenza  2,  enteritis  2,  erysipelas  1,  other 
seotic  diseases  1,  phthisis  pulmonalis  8,  other 
tubercular  diseases  2.  cancer  6,  bronchitis  12, 
pneumonia  13.  other  respiratory  diseases  1,  pre¬ 
mature  birth  4,  diseases  of  parturition  1,  heart 
disease  21,  accidents  5,  suicides  3,  whilst  from  all 
other  diseases  53,  total  136.  The  30  deaths  in 
the  Plymouth  Borousjh  Asylum  were  chssified  as 
follows  : — Diarrhoea  1.  phthisis  2,  other  tubercular 
diseases  2,  cancer  1,  pleurisy  1,  other  respiratory 
di.seases  2,  heart  disease  1,  an  other  diseases  20. 
These  figures  give  a  death  rate  of  90  per  1,000  of 
the  poipulation.  I  apnend  the  number  of  deaths 
in  each  registration  district  exclusive  of  the  Ply¬ 
mouth  Borough  Asylum  in  the  Ugborough  dis¬ 
trict  :  — 


Males.  Females, 


16 

5 

4 

2 

11 

12 

17 


Harberton 

Dartmouth 

Paignton 

Brixham 

Totnes 

Buckfastleigh 

Ugborough 


11 

5 

13 

1 

7 

8 
24 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
ACT. — Under  the  above  Act  30  oases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  which  is  36  less  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  when  66  cases  were  notified.  The 
cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — ‘Scarlet  fever  18, 
diphtheria  4,  enteric  fever  3,  erysipelas  5.  The 
eighteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  scattered  over 
the  district,  and  were  of  a  very  mild  type,  and 
at  nO'  time  assumed  an  epidemic  form.  The  four 
cases  of  diphtheria  were  also  of  a  mild  type,  two 
cases  at  North  Huish  being  clearly  imported  from 
Bristol,  one  case  at  South  Brent  was  also  im¬ 
ported  from  Coimwrll.  The  remaining  case  at 
Ugborough  was  very  mild,  and  I  was  imable  to 
account  for  it.  The  three  oases  of  enteric  fever  all 
occurred  at  South  Brent  ;  one  case  at  Brent  Mill 
was  an  imported  case,  which  I  regret  to  say 
terminated  fatally.  The  other  case  at  Greenbank 
was  caused  by  the  effluvia  from  a  dirty  manure 

V  I 

heap,  and  the  other  case,  as  far  as  I  could  ascer- 
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tain,  wae  cauised  by  the  person  eating  shell-fish. 
The  five  caises  of  eiysipeilais,  one  ef  which  termin¬ 
ated  fatally,  were  of  a  sporadic  character,  and' 
call  for  no  .special  comment.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  thait  only  two  deaths  resulted  from  zymotic 
diseases  during  the  year.  Every  case,  on  receipt 
of  notification  has  been  visited,  and  directions 
given  as  to  necessary,  precautions  to  be  taken. 
It  was  found  necessairy  to  close  the  Schools  at 
South  Brent  and  Rattery  in  consequence  of  epi¬ 
demics  of  measles,  and  at  Buckfastleigh  West  in 
consequence  of  chicken  pox,  also  at  Harberton- 
ford  in  consequence  of  chicken  pox.  There  was  no 
outbreak  of  epidemic  infiuenzia  as  in  previous  years 

DAIRIE  S  have  been  regularly  insnected,  and, 
a.s  a  rule,  have  been  found  clean  and  well  ven- 
tila.ted,  It  waS'  found  necessary  in  one  or  two 
instainoeiSi  to  withhold  licenses  to'  sell  milk  until 
certain  sanitary  arranu’ementS'  were  carried  out, 
and  I  alwiays  insist  that  no^  meat  or  other  perish¬ 
able  food  is  kept  in  the  dairy. 

GOW  HOUSES  have  been  regularly  visited,and 
have,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  been  found'  in  a 
sanitary  condition. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  have  been  kept  under 
observation,  and  they  were,  as  a  rule, 
found  in  a  sanitary  condition.  I  always  insist 
on  their  being:  whitewashed  as  often  as  I  consider 
necessary,  and  the  floors  kept  in  a  good  state  of 
repair. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Owing  to  the  extremely 
W'et  autumn  there  has  been  no  very  serious  lack 
of  water  during  the  year.  As  I  stated  in  my 
two  last  annual  reports,  the  chief  sufferers  in 
this  respiect  are  the  hamlet  of  Thckenhay  in  Ash- 
priiigton  parish',  and  Scoriton  in  the  parish  of 
Buckfastleigh  West, and  the  hamlets  of  both  For- 
der  and  Cott  Court  in  the  parish  of  Dartington.  As 
regards  the  Tuckenhay  supply,  advantageous 
terms  have  been  offered  by  the  owners,  but  so 
far  nothing  ha.s  been  donei.  TWO'  or  three  schemes 
have  beien  suggested  for  the  increase  of  thei  Scori- 
ton  supply,  but  so  far  no  definite  one  has  been 
adopted.  As  far  as  I  am  aware  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  improve  the  supply  to  the  hamlets 
in  Dartington.  Difficulties  have  imfortimately 
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arisen  im  obtaining  an  increased  supply  for  Soiitli 
Brent,  buit  the  Council  are  using  their  best  en¬ 
deavours  to  obtain  the  much  needed  supply,  which 
I  trust  will  be  obtained’  before  long.  Marldon  is 
still  short  of  an  efficient  water  supply,  but  I  hope 
when  the  Paignton  water  soheme  is  completed 
that  a  supply  will  be  obtained  from  it  as  it  passes 
through  the  parish. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  earned 
out  :  — 

No.  1  DISTBICT. 

DITTISHAM  Water  Supply  extended,  and  a 
new  2in.  main  substituted  for  old  one. 

HARBERTON. — Drains  extended  to  lower  end 
of  village. 

No.  2  DISTRICT. 

BUCKFASTT^EIGH  WEST.— Drains  to  several 
houises  extended  and  improved’. 

RATTERY. — Drains  at  Milloross  extenaea. 

STAVERTON. — Drains  in  several  parts  of  the 
parish  improved',  and  now  under  considera¬ 
tion  the  improvement  of  the  hamlet  known  as  the 
Alms  Houses. 

SOUTH  BRENT. — The  condiition  of  this  town 
has  considerably  improved,  as  several  of  the  in¬ 
sanitary  courts  and  yards  complained’  of  in  my 
last  annual  report  have  been  put  in  a  sanitaiT 
condition,  but  still  much  remains  to  be  done. 

UGBOROUG-H. — New  drains  have  been  laid  to 
several  new  houses  at  Bittaford  Bridge,  and 
tenders  have  been  accepted  for  laying  a  new  sewer 
in  the  hamlet.  In  Ugborough  village  the  drains 
at  the  Ship  Inn  have  been  extended,  and  I  would 
recommend  that  the  drainage  of  the  South  Elast 
side  of  the  village  be  improved,  as  at  present  it 
is  in  a  very  insanitary  oonditiou.  The  water  sup¬ 
ply  has  also  been  improved. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  minor  improvements 
have  been  carried  out.  such  as  the  erectiou  of  neiw 
closets,  the  abolition  of  insanitary  ones,  erection 
of  ventilating  shafts,  relaying  of  defective  drains 
and  sewers,  abolition  of  insanitary  pigs’  houses, 
manure  pits.,  etc. 
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Several  cases  of  overcrowding:  were  reported, 
and  abated  on  service  of  the  usual  notice.  Several 
applications  for  the  necessary  certificate  for  the 
occupation  of  new  houses  were  received,  and  it 
was  only  found  necessary  in  three  cases  to  refuse 
it  as  the'  preimiseis  were  not  considered  to  be  in 
a  sanitary  condition,  but  on  the  defects  being  re¬ 
medied  they  were  granted.  It  was  only  found 
necessary  in  one  case  to  resort  to  legal  prooeed'- 
ings — the  case  of  an  insanitary  drain  at  Marldon — 
which  was  successful. 

I  have  tested  many  samples  of  water  during 
the  year,  and  only  found  two  defective. 

usual  disinfectants  were  distributed  to  each 
vilk..ge',  and  I  am  nleased  to  find  that  they  are 
fre'Cly  used. 

In  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  I 
have  at  frequent  intervals  visited’  every  parish, 
and  have  reported  to  the  Council  any  matter 
requiring  their  attention. 

FACTORY  and  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— Under 
the  above  Act  several  “*^iremises  have  been  inspec¬ 
ted,  but  they  were  all  found  in  a  clean  and  san’- 
tary  condition. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Messrs.  Tollit  and 
Ellis,  have  discharged  their  duties  in  a  satisfac- 
to:y  manner. 

I  beg  to  thank  the  Council  for  the  attention 
they  give  to  all  matters  brought  to  their  notice. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Ycviir  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  S.  JOHNSON. 


Totnes,  February  22nd',  1904. 


